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When our confidence is shaken
ln beliefs we thought secure;
When the spirit in its sickness
Seeks but cannot find a cure:
God is active in the tensions
Of a faith not yet mature.
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Solar systems, void of meaning,
Freeze the spirit into stone;
Always our researches lead us
To the ultimate Unknown:
Faith must die, or come full circle
To its source in God alone.
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In the discipline of praying,
When it's hardest to believe;
In the drudgery of caring,
When it's not enough to grieve:
Faith maturing, learns acceptance
Of the insights we receive.
God is love; and thus redeems us
In the Christ we crucify:
This is God's eternal answer
To the world's eternal why;
May we in this faith maturing
Be content to live and die.
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3rd Sunday of Lent

Call to worship (from Ps 118):
Lord, this is the day you made:
we rejoice and are glad in it:
save us, prosper us, bless us
as we come into your house.
You have made your light to shine upon us:
we are glad, we unite to worship you.
You are our God;
we give you thanks, and praise your name:
Lord, you are good,
and your love endures for ever.
Bless us as we come into your house. Amen.
HYMN 497 Give to me, Lord, a thankful heart

Responsive reading from Psalm 63:
O God, you are our God and we long for you;
with all our being we desire you,
and our spirits are thirsty for you.
Because your love is better than life itself,
we will praise you as long as life lasts;
we will give thanks to you;
we will raise our hands to you in prayer;
we will feast upon you and be satisfied. Amen
Opening prayers
The Lord’s Prayer

Liturgy for Lent

All age introduction
HYMN 195 I danced in the morning …
Sharing the Peace
Offertory and dedication
Greeting

The Leader says: The Lord be with you
We reply:
And also with you

Organ voluntary
Bible readings:
Reader:

Isaiah 55: 1 – 9
Luke 13: 1 - 9

Thanks be to God,
who speaks through the scriptures
Thanks be to God

Week 2 - Scarlet Robe and Crown of Thorns
(Matthew 27: 27 – 31)

All:

Reader:
Then Pilate’s soldiers took Jesus into the governor’s
headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort
around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe
on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown,
they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand
and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail,
King of the Jews!” They spat on him, and took the reed
and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they
stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him.
Then they led him away to crucify him.

HYMN 71 O God of Bethel, by whose hand …
Sermon
Silence for reflection
HYMN When our confidence is shaken
[overleaf – tune Rhuddlan, Rejoice & Sing 344]
Prayers of thanksgiving and intercession
HYMN 415 You shall go out with joy

Music: My song is love unknown v3
(R & S 207)

Blessing and Sung Amen [20 (b) in Rejoice & Sing]

Pause for reflection

Postlude on the organ
[please remain seated]

